This is an open book and open notes exam. 
Essay (60 percent):
You will be asked to answer one of the following  essays.    Be sure and illustrate your essay with relevant historical examples. I will select the essay

1) The American Century describes the      Spanish-American War of 1898 (Spanish-Cuban-North American War) as “one of      the weirdest and most significant of wars” (p. 22).  Why is this war considered to be both      “weird” and “significant”? In answering this question, pay close attention      to how the Spanish-American War set the stage for the United States to      become a great world power.  Please  explain why the people of Cuba prefer the      term, Spanish-Cuban-North American War to Spanish-American War. Also,  carefully address the topic of  how America’s “new empire” that emerged      in the aftermath of the 1898 War differed from the nineteenth-century      empires established by the great European powers (England, France,      Germany, and Russia).
 

2) [bookmark: _GoBack] How did the global events of the 1930s and 1940s gradually lead to the undermining of U.S. neutrality and the formal entry of the U.S. into the Second World War?  In answering this question, please also explain why the U.S. was initially reluctant to enter World War II.   How was the American experience of World War II far different from that of the other major combatants?  Be sure and identify the major Allied and Axis powers.
